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'NAIT out of
the gate!'
Lafarge hosts Geo-Tech

student group at their

Calahoo gravel pit

ASGA'S OH&S TOOLKIT
BY WAYNE WOODHOUSE

After a charge that was laid against Stony Valley Contracting in 2016,

Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S) deduced there would be more

value in a creative sentencing that would direct funds from the charge to be

used by the industry for further education and training. OH&S approached

Stony Valley to work with the ASGA to develop a toolkit in hopes of

reducing injuries and deaths in the aggregate sector. 

With help and support from the ASGA and the Health and Safety

Committee, Stony Valley took the lead in developing this Toolkit, which is

now available through the ASGA's online members portal.  It is a complete

manual with supporting resources to help companies wanting to build a

safety program, enhance their existing program, or seek additional

information being used by fellow industry members.  

The Toolkit is a very unique resource. Not only is it Alberta specific, it is also

industry specific, using words and scenarios familiar to gravel workers that

wouldn't be found in a safety manual for a refinery or meat packing plant. It

covers everything from Best Practices, Orientations, to OH&S Policies, and

generic forms for plant inspections, employee competency and more. 

It is also unique in that it offers an opportunity for members to provide

comments, acknowledging the fact that safety is variable and will evolve

over time. Comments will be reviewed by the Health and Safety Committee

and ongoing updates will be made accordingly.
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NAIT out of 
the gate!

BY  KATIE BUCHANAN

For the last 4 years, Bill Gowdy

(Environment & Public Affairs Manager,

Northern Alberta, Lafarge Canada Inc.)

has been offering instructional guidance

to NAIT's Geological Technology students

and taking them out of the classroom to

see a working gravel pit firsthand. He

works closely with Larry Boisvert (Chair

of NAIT's Geology Technology program)

and other instructors in aiding the

students' understanding of geology and

stratigraphy, resource exploration,

aggregate pit mining and reclamation. 

"I've had a very rewarding career and it's

a pleasure to be able to pay some of that

back and engage students in scientific

discussions. It is also essential to

communicate the vital importance and

economic impact that the aggregate

industry has with the province," said Bill. 

On April 13th, a group of first year Geo-

Tech students from NAIT got to have this

experience. Lafarge's Calahoo pit offered

a great view of glaciofluvial and

glaciolacustrine deposits and statigraphy

from the outer extremeties of the ancient 

glacial Lake Edmonton. It was this pit

operation that earned Lafarge the 

ASGA's first Award of Excellence for its

educational outreach program. 

"The interesting thing about looking

at these gravel pits is that [the]

excavation that gets done exposes the

near-surface geology, so the students

get an opportunity to look at the very

upper soils and paleo soils, as well as

the glacial tills that lie beneath them,"

said Larry. "Below that we get to see

sourced rocks and aggregates sources

from  the west - [this is what] Lafarge

is mining at present." 

Many of the students reiterated the

importance of escaping the classroom

and seeing pit operations in person.  

"Seeing what we [have been] studying

in our lectures [and] visualizing what

we're going to do in the future for a

career was a really important part of

the field trip," said first year student

Enkhmend (Amy) Delgertsoo. 

After their first year, the Geo-Tech

program at NAIT requires students to

choose one of two specializations: Geo-

Environmental or Exploration. 

"We'll see as time progresses, but I'm

leaning more towards exploration. [The

trip] was great exposure for us,

especially for those who might go into

exploration. To see what it is all about -

to see what they do out there," said

another student on the trip, Rassheed

Johnson. 
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Lafarge hosts student 
group at Calahoo pit

"I didn't expect [the pit] to be so big or to really 
see all the different layers in the rocks!" 

-Karina Da Silva, NAIT Geo-Tech student 



Fort McMurray

Fort McMurray Lunch Calgary Breakfast Lethbridge Breakfast 

November 29, 2018 - 12:00PM 

Macdonald Island Park 

Tickets $75

December 6, 2018 - 7:30AM 

Glenmore Inn 

Tickets $75

February 14, 2019 - 7:30AM 

Lethbridge Lodge 

Tickets $75

Calgary
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November 29 December 6 February 14
Lethbridge

CLICK HERE to download your event registration form
Upcoming Events

http://asga.ab.ca/upload/assets/2018-06-11%20Event%20Registration%20Form.pdf


Challenging Dated 
Process in our 
Environmental 
Approvals Machinery

BY BRENT SCHLEPPE,  SENIOR INNOVATION LEADER AT

AEP WITH JOHN CONRAD,  ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER

OPERATIONS DIVISION

There are a number of innovations underway at Alberta

Environment and Parks (AEP). Key among these

transformational changes is a three-year plan to renovate our

approvals architecture. The Operations Division of AEP has

developed the Environmental Approvals Plan (EAP) to reduce

approval times for regulated activities requiring approvals

through the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act,

Water Act and Public Lands Act. The plan will assist in

modernizing approvals through renovation of dated process,

increased automation and improved performance timelines

for applications requiring regulatory approval. 

The EAP will implement a one-window, integrated framework

for all clients seeking or managing approvals and

environmental activities. This will reduce the number of

approval applications awaiting review, improve processing

timelines, and increase Alberta’s regulatory competiveness.

When complete in 2020, we truly believe that Alberta’s

regulatory machinery will be abundantly set for the next 50

years with an integrated paradigm and cutting-edge

technology. 

We are not doing this alone, but rather are working with

valued partners. A key initiative currently underway in Phase I

of the EAP, is a joint AEP and Alberta Energy Regulator (AER)

Water Act Approvals Project to streamline Water Act

approvals business processes. The project will implement

appropriate, underlying data architecture and stewardship;

apply information technology to simplify the client facing

application process; automate processes where appropriate;

and reduce manual handling of Water Act approval data and

information in the system. 
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Through this Water Act Approvals Project, AEP is working with

the AER to leverage learnings, knowledge and technology

from the AER's 'OneStop' technology approcal for approvals

management. A Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) is being

developed to support the development and configuration of

the OneStop solution to manage Water Act approvals for

AEP. A limited release is on track for September 28, 2018, at

which time all Water Act applications and decisions will be

managed through a new OneStop solution.  

Phase II of the Environmental Approvals Plan will continue to

focus on the necessary process and system improvements

that are being tested and developed between AER and AEP to

move to new transformational systems like OneStop

Approvals Solution. 

AEP is exploring application solutions with AER that will

reduce timelines required for Public Lands regulatory

approvals (such as surface material licenses and leases) with

a goal of testing some components of Public Lands approvals

on the OneStop System on a Cloud hosting platform. We are

excited to show off these innovations with you later this year

and welcome all comments and suggestions as we build.

Once implemented, these new 
processes will shorten disposition 

approval timelines for Alberta Sand 
and Gravel operators requiring 

Water Act approvals.



Land & Environment 
Committee Update
BY  LESLEY FOY

On April 11, the committee reviewed growing land and

environment concerns that are impacting industry. The

concerns raised by committee members have been entered

into a risk evaluation model to give the committee focus and

the ability to prioritize our goals. We have confirmed further

participation as a stakeholder for the review of the Draft

Implementation Document for the Surface Water Aggregate

Extraction Policy, following the completion of AEP’s third

party review anticipated to be completed in June/July.  We

continue to work with AEP Policy in assisting and supporting

with their priorities review.
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Health & Safety

BY  WAYNE WOODHOUSE

We remind all members that Bill 30 is now effective as of

June 1, 2018. Some of the highlighted changes are now

Workers Rights to Refuse Work, Joint Health and Safety

Committees, Reporting of Serious Injuries, Incidents and

Fatalities, and Harassment and Violence. 

Highlights can be found here. 

The ASGA remains involved with the Industry Task Force

(ITF). This is a group of industry members that includes

companies such as Suncor, CNRL, CN Rail, Ledcor, and PCL,

who work to provide industry input towards Workers'

Compensation Board (WCB) policy and legislation. The ASGA

Health and Safety Committee involvement has been

enlightening, giving us more insight and a stronger voice as

it pertains to WCB. 

The Joint Health and Safety Committee will meet again on

June 29, 2018. We are actively looking for involvement from

other companies to support the committee, and welcome

anyone with relevant backgrounds to participate. 

Committee Update

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/ohs-changes-highlights.pdf


GAIN 
Conference
ASGA gets representation 
at global industry meeting

BY  BRENT MORREY

GAIN (Global Aggregates Information

Network), was created in 2010 with a

vision of an aggregates industry that

could share its individual and hard-won

experiences on a global platform.  

It originally only comprised of 5 regions:

Australia, Brazil, Columbia, USA and

Europe. The 5th GAIN Conference, held

from May 20-25 in Barcelona, welcomed

delegates from 5 continents: Argentina,

Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,

Colombia, India, Japan, New Zealand,

South Africa, USA and Europe. On behalf

of the ASGA, I had the pleasure of

representing Canada along with the

OSSGA. 

Together, these members represent over

70% of global aggregates production,

about half a million quarries, and

employers to some 3 million people

across the world. 

After summary presentations from each

of the participating nations, the following

topics were tackled: Unfair Competition

and Illegal Extraction, Global Aggregates

Production Data, Water Management,

Restoration and Biodiversity, Improving

Industry Image, and many more. It was

encouraging to hear that the challenges

we face here in Alberta are certainly not  

unique to us, but are faced by other

aggregate producers around the

world. 

There were a variety of ASGA projects

initiatives I was able to report on that

were very well received. Our recently

produced video, 'What Does Gravel

Mean to Me?' caught China and a few

other countries' attention, while the

CAP Levy program initiated plenty of

questions discussion from the EU,

particularly concerning our efforts in

ensuring transparency on how that

money is disbursed.  

What was exceptionally encouraging

was hearing how truly unique our

Truck Registry program is. While the

ASGA is still working on

improvements, it is evident that we

are very much "pioneers", and it

appeared I was able to inspire other

countries to consider implementing

similar programs. 

Following the GAIN Conference, I

voluntarily sat in as an observer on 
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Brent Morrey presenting on behalf of the ASGA at the 2018 
GAIN Conference, May 20-25 in Barcelona

the UEPG (European Aggregates

Association) Delegates Assembly, a

two-day standalone conference

including representatives from each

participating country association

within Europe. The UEPG has 30

members, with most in in attendance

at the Assembly. 

Understanding how neighbouring

countries unite on common issues

and lobbying efforts faced by the

industry was very interesting,

particularly in their approach in

structuring subcommittees. There are

four committees within the UEPG:

Health & Safety; Environment;

Technical; and Economic. 

This was the ASGA's and Canada's first

trip to GAIN. Being in a room full of

such a rich network of industry

leaders not only put Alberta on the

map, but will also help the ASGA grow

and strengthen our association. The

GAIN Conference is held every two

years, with the 2020 location yet to be

determined.


